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What is Live Blog? 
 
Live Blog is a ​next-generation​ open-source live blogging software ​created by Sourcefabric. ​It 
enables media organisations and bloggers to cover breaking events, as well as events that 
unfold during a longer period of time. Live Blog makes it easy to embed video, images, text and 
audio from reporters and social media channels into your posts. You can use Live Blog with 
your own CMS by embedding the Live Blog code into your site’s page or if you have a bit of 
development background there is also the chance to inject the Live Blog content directly into 
your article pages making use of Edge Side Include technology. 
 
Live Blog is a web-based application. It enables multiple users to collaborate within the same 
application to produce blog content from anywhere with internet access. Live Blog lets you 
assign roles such that the work can be divided between contributors, editors and 
administrators. Live Blog has an intuitive interface and can be used in conjunction with our free 
Live Blog Reporter mobile app that makes blogging on-the-go easy. 
 
With journalists from the BBC, the Guardian, Le Monde, Vorarlberger Nachrichten and Zeit Online 
all having contributed to its design, Live Blog can justly be said to have been designed ​cz 
journalists ​gpsƼ journalists. Live Blog was originally developed for GEN, the Global Editors 
Network, and further developed in partnership with Mozambique's @Verdade newspaper. 
 
You can read more about Live Blog and Sourcefabric here: 
https://www.sourcefabric.org/en/liveblog/  
 
Much like the software itself, the documentation is undergoing constant revision. Screenshots 
may not represent the current version and some functions may work differently to how they are 
explained. If you find inconsistencies, poor grammar, or have general feedback about the 
documentation, please email us at ​liveblog@sourcefabric.org​.  
 
You will also find this entire user manual and additional FAQs on Sourcefabric’s Help Desk at: 
help.sourcefabric.org   

https://www.sourcefabric.org/en/liveblog/
mailto:liveblog@sourcefabric.org
http://help.soucefabric.org/
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Navigating Live Blog 
When you log in to your Live Blog instance, you will be taken to the current Blog List. The Blog 
List view shows all the blogs in your Live Blog instance. 
  

 
 
Blogs that you have access to are in full colour. Having access to a blog means that you are 
assigned as part of the blog Team. Blogs that you do not have access to are greyed out. In the 
example above, the user only has access to the first blog on the left, the others are greyed out. 
When a user has access to a blog, they can view it and submit content. 
 

 
 
You can request access to a blog by left-clicking on a greyed out blog. This will open a new 
window prompting you to confirm that you wish to request access. Blog Editors and 
Administrators can approve access requests. 
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The Live Blog Menuǫ
ǫ

ǫǫ
In the top left corner of the Live Blog interface, you will find the Live Blog menu. Clicking on the 
Hamburger icon will open a new pane on the left.  
 

 
 
In the Admin Tools section of the Live Blog menu, users with the appropriate permissions can 
add new users or disable current users, manage the Theme settings, Free Types and 
advertisements, and set up connections to other Live Blog instances in order to syndicate live 
content. (All of these topics will be covered in details later in the manual).  
 
To exit the Live Blog menu, click on the Hamburger icon again or choose the Blog List link at the 
top of the pane. 
 

The Live Blog Dashboard 
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In the main Blog List view, you can switch between seeing active blogs and archived blogs by 
using the tabs at the top of the Blog List window. Archived blogs are blogs that are no longer 
active.   
 

 
 
Users with Editor and Administrator level privileges can use the checkboxes to delete or archive 
multiple blogs at the same time. 
Archived blogs can not be updated unless the status is changed back to active. Certain types of 
subscriptions will allow you to have only a certain number of active blogs at the same time. 
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In the top right corner of the Live Blog interface, you will find your user icon, as well as the 
Create Icon.  
 

 
 
Clicking on your user icon will open a new pane on on the right with system notifications. 
Directly below your username, you will find links to edit your profile and as well the link to sign 
out of Live Blog. Click on your user icon in the top right corner again to close this pane. 
 

 
 
Just below your user icon, you will find the Createicon. Clicking on the Create icon in the Blog 
List window allows users with Editor or Administrator level permissions to make a new blog.   
 

 
 
Below the create icon, you will find options to adjust your Blog List view. You can customise 
how your blogs are displayed by adjusting the number of blogs per page, using the drop-down 
Page Size menu. Skip forward or backward through the Blog List using the skip arrows. Lastly, 
you can switch between a list view and a grid view using the icons depicted below. The grid view 
allows for room to view the Blog Image, but the list view does not. 
 

 Switch to a list view by clicking on this icon. 

 Switch to a grid view by clicking on this icon.  
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Once you’ve clicked on a blog, you will be taken to the Editor / Timeline view of your selected 
blog. This is where you can add new content to your blog, as well as view all the previous blog 
entries. 
 

   This is the Blog List icon. 
 
When you’re in the Editor mode, you can return to the Blog List view, by clicking on the Blog List 
icon. 
 

ǫ

ǫ ǫ
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Creating a New Blog 
Administrators and Editors can create new blogs from main Blog List view.  
 

 
 
Click the Create icon (pictured above) in the top right corner of the Live Blog interface. Clicking 
on the Create icon will open a new window where you can specify the details for your new blog. 
 

            
 
In the Details tab of the Create New Blog window, you will need to give your new blog a title in 
the BLOG TITLE textbox. Filling in the BLOG DESCRIPTION and adding a blog image are optional, 
but recommended. The blog image minimum resolution should be 320x240 pixels. 
 
Clicking on the NEXT button will take you to the Team tab. 
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The Team tab of the Create New Blog window is where you can give other users permission to 
access and contribute to your blog. You can always add more users later in the individual blog 
settings. To search for users, type their names in the search bar of the Teams tab.  
 
Please note​ that certain type of subscriptions might limit the amount of team members to a 
certain number of editors and contributors. 
 
Once you click the CREATE button, your blog will be active and ready to be filled with content.  
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Individual Blog Settings 
 
After your Blog has been created, you can further adjust your settings choices by clicking on the 
gear icon at the top of the Timeline view of your selected Blog.  
 

  
 

 
 
Once you’ve clicked on the gear icon, you will see three tabs on the left side of the Blog Settings 
interface: General, Team and Output Channels.  
 

General Settings 
In the ​General Blog Settings​ you can activate and deactivate the blog, change the title, 
description and main image of the blog (which may or may not be visible to your readers based 
on your Theme settings). The General Settings is also where you will find the embed code for 
your blog.  
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In the General Blog Settings, you can enable the blog for syndication and add the blog to the 
Live Blog Marketplace. More info about the blog to show up in the marketplace can be provided: 
category, start date and time.  
Note​: In order to have your blogs show up in the marketplace it requires a plan “Team” or higher 
and you will need to contact the Sourcefabric support team to enable the feature for you.   
 

 
 
Blog Status 

 

 
 
The first setting in the General tab is for Blog Status. This blue toggle will allow you to archive 
the blog. Archived Blogs cannot be updated with new content. Once archived, the Blog will no 
longer appear in the Active Blogs tab of the Blog List view.  
 



Live Blog Manual for Live Blog version 3.5 - March 2019 

 
If you set the Blog status to Archived, you will only be able to view the Blog in the Archived Blogs 
tab. When you click on the Archived blog, you will see that you need to change the status to 
Active in order to be able to update the Blog. Clicking on the ​dibohf!uif!cmph!tubuvtƼ link will 
bring you back to the Blog settings window, where you can adjust the toggle back to the Active 
setting.  
 
Blog Title 
The Blog Title is what your readers will see at the top of your Blog. You can change your Blog 
Title at any time in this Blog Settings menu. 
 
Blog Image 
The Blog Image is a great way to make navigation of the Blog List view easy when using the grid 
view. Depending on your choice of Theme, the Blog Image may or may not be visible to your 
readers at the top of your Live view. 

 
If you didn’t already, you can add an image to your blog by clicking the UPLOAD IMAGE button.  

 
If you added an image in your original blog set-up, you can choose a new image by clicking on 
the CHANGE button, or delete the image without replacing it by clicking on the REMOVE button.  
 
Blog Description 
Your Blog Description can be visible to your readers on the Live view, just below the Blog Title if 
you have it enabled in your Theme settings. 
 

 
Type your Blog Description in the text box provided.  
 
Theme 
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Your Blog Theme affects how your Blog looks to the readers. You can create new Themes from 
the Theme Manager section of the Hamburger menu.  

 
Choosing a different Theme can affect blog settings such as the default display language, 
whether or not readers are allowed to submit comments, and whether or not the Blog Image is 
visible to the reader. 
 
Embed Height 

 

 
You can switch the embed code between normal and responsive. The first option generates a 
standard iframe where you can set the width and height manually. The responsive embed code 
includes a javascript which will automatically adjust the height of the iframe depending on the 
length of the original material. 
 
Embed Code 

 
You can view the current HTML Embed Code within the text box. If you are familiar with HTML 
you can edit the Embed Code here. 
Clicking on the link below the text box will let you view your blog as it currently appears to 
readers.  
 
Syndication and Market Settings 

 
Enable or disable syndication using the syndication toggle or add your blog to the Live Blog 
Marketplace by sliding the Market toggle from “private” to “marketed”. Choose from seven 
different Marketplace categories: Breaking News, Entertainment, Business and Finance, Sports, 
Technology, Politics or Other. Note that in order for a blog to be visible in the Marketplace, the 
blog must first be registered with Sourcefabric’s Marketplace database, otherwise the Market 
toggle will do nothing. 
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Post Management 
These settings allow you to designate a date and time for your blog to go live as well as limit the 
number of posts.  

 
 
Posts limit 

 
Sometimes you may want to use Live Blog to report on a certain topic over a longer period of 
time and soon the blog may grow to a size with a massive amount of older and outdated posts. 
If you would like to avoid that and also make sure that the performance of your Live Blog 
remains fast, you can decide to limit the max number of posts per blog by setting a limit in the 
blog settings.  
 
If the chosen number of posts has been reached, the next post published will replace the oldest 
post as long as it is not pinned or highlighted. A user notification will inform the editor about it 
and ask for his consent.  
 
 
Remove Blog 

 
You can ​qfsnbofoumzƼ delete the blog using this REMOVE BLOG button.  

 
 
If you click on the remove Blog button, a window will appear asking you to confirm your desire 
to delete the Blog. Once a Blog is deleted in this manner it cannot be recovered. If you wish to 
discontinue Blog updates but save the content, you can set the Blog Status to Archived instead 
of deleting it.   
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 Please note that if you click the REMOVE BLOG button, the blog will be ​qfsnbofoumzƼ deleted. 
This action cannot be undone. 
 

Team 
Clicking on the ​Team​ tab will allow you to add or remove team members for this blog, as well as 
change the blog ownership. 

 
 
 

Output Channels 
Clicking on the ​Output Channel​ tab will allow you to manage additional display styles for your 
blog by adding advertisements or applying a different branding by choosing a specific 
background color or logo or by assigning a completely different theme to provide your content 
in a completely different look and feel.  
Note​: Output Channels are also used to support the creation of AMP compatible blog embeds 
based on the AMP theme in parallel to the regular Live Blog output based on the Classic or 
Default theme. 

 
 
To create a new Output Channel, click on the ​dsfbuf!jdpoƼ in the top right corner of the Output 
Channels pane. 
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In an Output Channel, you can configure automatic advertisement insertion, display theme, 
background colour, background image and logo image.  
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When you are happy with your Output Channel settings, click the SAVE button in the bottom 
right corner. 
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Once your Output Channel has been created, you can manage your Outputs in the Output 
Channels pane. When you mouse-over your Output Channel, you will see three icons: world 
(embed), pencil (edit) and trash (delete).  
 
Clicking on the world icon will allow you to view your embed code and a link to your blog which 
shows your blog displayed with your Output Channel specifications.  
 

 
 
The edit icon will allow you to make changes to your selected Output Channel and the trash icon 
will allow you to delete your Output Channel. 
 

   




